
White Hart LBC consultations responses 

The following responses have been submitted against this application. Those that pertain to the 

matters to be considered by application 2024/0087/FUL have also been copied onto the committee 

report.  

 
Name 
Mrs Rosemarie Dacosta  
 
Address  
253 Burton Road, Lincoln, Lincolnshire, LN1 3UH 
 
Date Received: 21st February 2024 

Excavation for a pool in this area, rich with Roman remains, makes me 
wonder what would happen to them. There is no need to have a 
private pool in this area, which will never benefit the local population. 
I strongly object and feel the destruction of possible archeological finds 
must be prevented. 

 
Name 
Mrs Tracy Harris  
 
Address  
Bramble Cottage, 46 Sleaford Road, Lincoln, LN4 1LL 
 
Date Received: 21st February 2024 

I cannot understand why a construction of this type would be allowed 
in such an archaeologically important area as the Bailgate, there is no 
real public benefit to it unless you are paying for the privilege and it 
well may disturb untold history unnecessarily. I strongly object. 

 
Name 
Ms Justine Whittern  
 
Address  
Oude Heijningsedijk 1, Heijningen, The Netherlands 4794 RA, NG31 8RW 
 
Date Received: 21st February 2024 

The Bailgate is one of the most archaeologically significant locations in 
the county. The White Hart Hotel's request for a permit to excavate 
and remove centuries and layers of history from the area - and from 
the county's heritage assets hidden and unhidden - merely to add to 
'guest amenities' for an unproven trading advantage in my mind fails to 
meet the standard required. It cannot be justified by any means.  
I would suggest that any hotel guest choosing to stay at the hotel is 
less interested in using a swimming pool and sauna and more 
interested in exploring the unique and unrivalled medieval location of 
the hotel. There are other hotels nearby where modern amenities are 
available and probably done better than the White Hart can manage to 
squeeze into its basement.  
I am not against all developments and improvements. I would have no 
objection to the White Hart improving disabled access to more of its 
bedrooms and public rooms - an aspect which it is currently lacking, as 
it admits on its own website. https://whitehart-lincoln.co.uk/access-



statement 
 
Lincoln - and Lincolnshire - can insist on better developments and 
improvements than to allow this uneccessary and invasive one. 
allowing this would set a dangerous precedent and put other ancient 
heritage sites at risk of destructive developments in the name of 
business and profits. I think that would be a bad thing. 
I speak as someone who has stayed at that hotel in the past, and as a 
native of Lincolnshire.  
I therefore strongly object to this application. 

Name 
Mr John Abbett  
 
Address  
67 Newbold Back Lane, Chesterfield, S40 4HH 
 
Date Received: 21st February 2024 

With regard to the a planning application that has been submitted to 
install a private spa and leisure centre, including a below ground pool 
by the White Hart Hotel in Lincoln, Lincolnshire (application 
2024/0088/LBC; 2024/0087/FUL).  
 
This historic hotel is at the centre of the medieval city of Lincoln and 
the centre of Lindum Colonia, a significant early Roman settlement. 
The creation of the pool would disturb a high volume of archaeological 
remains which are of national, possibly international, significance. This 
is unwarranted destruction of our public heritage for little to no public 
benefit. 
 
The site of the hotel is near the cross roads of the original Roman 
colony. Previous excavations in the area were packed full of remains 
of various periods and included medieval shop fronts, early and late 
medieval cemeteries, Roman drains, villas, hypocausts, and more. 
The site is surrounded on all sides by Schedule Monuments and listed 
buildings. Looking at the map of monuments, it is clear that these were 
scheduled in the early part of the 20th century, when standing 
buildings were not included in scheduling programmes. However, if 
this were to be revisited today, it is likely that the entirety of the Lindum 
Colonia would be a Scheduled Monument, protected as a nationally 
significant archaeological site. 
 
Lincoln is absolutely amazing because of its archaeology, its history, 
and its heritage. It is one of the jewels in the historic crown that is 
tourist-haven Britain. And what's more: Lincoln's heritage belongs to 
us, the people. 

 
Name 
Miss Jo Teeuwisse  
 
Address  
Bourtange, Bourtange, 9545tv 
 
Date Received: 21st February 2024 

History belongs to us all, it's important, they're our roots, a connection 
to our ancestors. 



You can't just go around destroying it because someone wants a pool 
in their garden. 
Gone once, gone for ever. 
The heritage of All cannot be destroyed for the benefit of Few 

 
Name 
Mr Paul Rowland  
 
Address  
2 South Farm Avenue, Sheffield, S26 7WY 
 
Date Received: 22nd February 2024 

Although I am not a resident of Lincoln, I visit your historic city on a 
regular basis to soak up the incredible history and archaeology. My 
family have enjoyed visiting your wonderful Christmas Market over the 
years and I have several friends who live in Lincoln. When this 
planning application was brought to my attention I was horrified.  
 
The area around the Cathedral should be a World Heritage Site, but 
sadly it isn't. However, one day I hope that will change and until then, 
the preservation of the buildings especially around the cathedral 
quarter and all below ground archaeology MUST be preserved at all 
costs for future generations. 
 
Lincoln has a unique and enviable history but your archaeology 
belongs not only to Lincolnshire, it belongs to the world, and it is 
because of that that I feel I have the right to comment on this 
application.  
 
It is Lincoln's history and archaeology that draws tourists to your city 
from all around the world. No proposed spa and swimming pool will do 
that. I am sure that there are other hotels in less sensitive areas of the 
city that can cater for people who want to soak themselves in water, 
rather than immerse themselves in Lincoln's rich history and 
countryside.  
 
The 'Destination Lincolnshire' website provides the following tourism 
figures (below) for the city in 2022.  
 
Following 2021's reports from Global Tourism Solutions (GTS), for the 
City of Lincoln Council, which saw a 53% economic boost to the visitor 
economy, the latest figures that have been released for 2022 show a 
37.8% increase in economic impact totalling £219.8 million. 
 
The new economic report paints a hugely positive picture as industry 
recovery continues at pace, with the data showing that in 2022, an 
additional 21.7% of visitors came to the city, totalling 3.588 million. 
 
Your historic city and archaeology is mainly responsible for the above 
figures, don't allow a part of it to be destroyed forever.  
 
I think Lincoln is the envy of the rest of the UK and it will survive 
without another spa and swimming pool, however I don't think it could 
survive without its rich history and archaeology.  
 



I strongly object to this development. 
 
Name 
Mrs Tracey Smith  
 
Address  
84 Moor Lane, , North Hykeham,, Lincoln, LN6 9AB 
 
Date Received: 23rd February 2024 

How can this development be of any benefit to the local community? 
The developer seems to lack any sensitivity to public feeling and a 
total disregard for Lincoln's heritage. Lincoln should be drawing in 
tourists because of its heritage. The council should not be supporting 
it's destruction. 

Name 
Mr Paul Griffiths  
 
Address  
36 Belle Vue Road, Lincoln, Lincolnshire, LN1 1HH 
 
Date Received: 26th February 2024 

I object to the dipping pool because it is of no benefit to residents of 
Lincoln. 

 
Name 
Mr Stuart Welch  
 
Address  
16 Drury Lane, Lincoln, Lincolnshire, LN1 3BN 
 
Date Received: 3rd March 2024 

As a long-time local resident living in close proximity to the White Hart 
Hotel, I strongly support this application.  
The proposed facility is an important element in the applicant's wider 
scheme to transform the White Hart Hotel (and the adjoining Judges' 
Lodgings complex) into a premier destination which will have many 
direct and indirect benefits for the local economy and community. 
The extensive, expensive and professional archaeological 
investigations and reports which have been carried out on site have 
revealed information and artefacts which would have remained 
unknown without the redevelopment of the hotel site. The public record 
has greatly benefitted from this. 
It is difficult anywhere in this area of uphill Lincoln to excavate without 
coming across medieval or Roman remains. It is important to 
recognise and record these for greater understanding in posterity, but 
this should not interfere with much-needed sensitive re-development 
for the modern age - Lincoln's historic past should not constrain its 
economic future. 

 
Name 
Mrs Alison Griffiths  
 
Address  
36 Belle Vue Road, Lincoln, Lincolnshire, LN1 1HH 
 



Date Received: 5th March 2024 
I formally objected to this application but my comment is not appearing 
and am concerned it has not been properly received. The dipping pool 
is totally out of place in a hotel such as the White Hart. I'm very 
worried that nationally important historical finds will be lost and 
destroyed. 

   [Original comment submitted against 2024/0087/FUL application]  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Name 
Mr Andrew Ottewell  
 



Address  
Sycamore lodge Holmes lane Dunholme near Lincoln, Lincoln, LN2 3QT 
 
Date Received: 6th March 2024 

Myself and my family are fully supportive of the pool , spa , gym , it will 
be a great asset to all ages of the local community as well as visiting 
guests staying at the White hart for a Weekend/ mid week break.  
As far as the significance Roman settlement in our medieval beautiful 
city any possible ! archaeology artefacts that are found when 
Excavation carefully starts finding them and bringing them to the 
surface where special items can be put on display in the Hotel has got 
to be better than not seeing them at all, best change for our generation 
to see how people lived hundreds of years ago . 
I gather local people will also be able to book the pool and spa area 
even young children learning to swim which has to be good news . 
 
The visitors staying in the hotel for weekend breaks touring the city 
how nice after a long day walking around the city you or your family 
can come back and have a relaxing swim or spa before evening meal , 
couldn't be better and good for everyone's Health & Well-being, as well 
as during the cold and rainy winter months guests cancan stay in the 
warmth until the weather improves.  
 
It's a win win for everyone and will be a great Asset for our Tourism 
city.  

 
Name 
Mr Sam Elkington  
 
Address  
Boothby Property Consultancy Ltd, Maydene House, 73 London Road, Sleaford, NG34 7LL 
 
Date Received: 8th March 2024 

I am a practicing Commercial Chartered Surveyor with over 40 years 
of commercial property experience within the City of Lincoln and the 
County as a whole and have been involved in a significant number of 
the City's major development projects during my career. 
 
I consider the proposal as submitted is one that should be warmly 
welcomed by the City. The investment that has already been made in 
to Lincoln's most iconic hotel, which is of national repute, has been 
significant and this proposal does I feel further show how the White 
Hart Hotel is going to be brought up to a high class standard with the 
appropriate and necessary facilities befitting the area and the City. 
 
Whilst the archeological concerns are noted, I consider that with an 
appropriate management and mitigation plan these can be overcome 
and any archeology exposed through the build process can be 
recorded and noted so as to further enhance the knowledge that the 
City has of the area and not lead to any delays or hamper the build 
process. 
 
I support the application and consider that we should welcome the 
vision and efforts of the new owners who have bought back to life one 
of the City's greatest assets and who are committing further resources 



to make the Hotel one that the City can be proud of. 
Name 
Brian Porter  
 
Address  
4 Chalgrove Way, Lincoln, Lincolnshire, LN6 0QH 
 
Date Received: 12th March 2024 

Heritage needs to be properly excavated and evaluated prior to the 
destruction and construction phases. Information plaques and a 
display cabinet of example finds could then be created in the hotel to 
enhance the visitor experience. 
The archaeology reports clearly point out (see 1 and 2 below) that 
excavation has not been done below a Mediaeval surface, and that 
other remains of national importance probably lay below the 1.2m limit 
of excavation. 
Tourism is a major financial and employment factor for Lincoln City and 
the wider county; heritage sites feature prominently as reasons for 
visiting. 
Too often we have seen heritage destruction without proper recording. 
Completing the archaeology to Roman or the 'natural' surface, prior to 
destruction, is therefore important or this very rare opportunity will be 
lost forever. 
 
Statements from reports in support of my comments: 
1) PROSPECT ARCHAEOLOGY Report 8.1.1 states "The excavation 
of the swimming pool would result in the wholesale removal of these 
deposits and would therefore be Major Adverse and Permanent." 
8.1.2 includes "...the loss of a small area of nationally important 
remains cannot be denied" 
9.1.2 concludes that "This is a rare opportunity to investigate the 
archaeology of the Roman and medieval periods in the upper city and 
would inform future decision making on planning applications in the 
upper city." 
2) ALLEN ARCHAEOLOGY report: 
8.2 extract: "Notably, throughout the sequence a substantial 
assemblage of residual Roman pottery and ceramic building material 
was recovered, indicating potential for encountering further 
archaeology of this date below the current limit of excavation." 

 

Name 
Mr Andrew Blow  
 
Address  
9 The Green, Nettleham, Lincoln, LN2 2NR 
 
Date Received: 26th March 2024 

This is an archaeological "hot potato" of a kind not seen in the City for 
a while. My two-penneth as a layman: if it wasn't for the 
entrepreneurial spirit and business nous, we would never have found 
out what was under the "back of house" area of the White Hart. It 
would presumably remain as a storage area (apparently not much 
needed now in the revised hotel) and its underground would, apart 
from these test trenches, have to be guessed at. I can't see why the 



remains cannot be properly explored, evaluated and recorded with the 
more exciting items placed on public view...and then business must do 
its thing, as has been allowed at many other locations. If the hotel can 
then offer three night stays with more confidence (given the availability 
of a leisure pool) then people will come from further afield. If staying 
longer, they'll browse more and spend more in our City and that has to 
be good in these difficult times. 

 
 
Name 
Mr Andrew Blow  
 
Address  
9 The Green, Nettleham, Lincoln, LN2 2NR 
 
Date Received: 30th March 2024 

Afterthought. When attending the Lincoln Mystery Plays at the 
beginning of Holy Week last Sunday at St. Mary Magdalene Church, 
next door to the White Hart, the audience was told at the outset that 
there were no toilets in this small ancient church. However, we were 
told, the neighbouring White Hart Hotel had given permission for any 
audience member to use its toilets if required. A small anecdote, but 
does it sound like the sort of business thats going to be un-neighbourly 
and disrespectful of the city's archaeology? 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


